
 
Washington Speaks at UN Conference, as Chemical Industry Launches Two 
Initiatives  
 
 
Larry Washington, vice president of EH&S and Sustainability, presented the closing remarks at a 
chemical industry event hosted by the United National Environment Program (UNEP). 
 
The International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) was held in Dubai, UAE, on 
February 4-6, 2006.  The ICCM brought together delegates from governments around the world, 
as well as representatives of companies, industry associations and non-governmental and 
intergovernmental organizations, to develop a global framework for chemicals management.  
 
 The ICCM was the culmination of a multi-year process led by UNEP to develop SAICM – the 
Strategic Approach to Integrated Chemicals Management.  When finalized, SAICM will provide 
developing countries with a recommended framework for creating laws and regulations for 
chemicals management.  Dow and other chemical companies have participated in the 
development of SAICM through our trade associations, including the International Council of 
Chemical Associations (ICCA).   
 
To demonstrate industry’s commitment to collaboration and chemicals management, the ICCA 
sponsored a side event on February 5 at the UNEP conference, where Larry Washington gave the 
closing remarks.  At the side event, the ICCA launched two industry initiatives – the Responsible 
Care Global Charter and the Global Product Strategy. 
 
Below is an excerpt from his remarks at the ICCA-sponsored event. 
 
 

 
We are an industry focused on continuous improvement.  Our products address global needs – 
clean water, more efficient transportation and fuels, affordable and durable housing, health and 
medicine, and more. 
 
But we know that producing useful products is not enough.  Our behavior – how we operate – is 
just as important. 
 
For the last twenty years, our industry has shown a proven track record of improving 
performance and building strong partnerships with governments and NGOs with our Responsible 
Care® program.  Today we reaffirm our commitment to improving our environmental, health and 
safety performance by launching two new initiatives – the Responsible Care Global Charter and 
the Global Product Strategy. 
 
First, the Responsible Care Global Charter.  This agreement has already been signed by more 
than 70 CEOs of chemical companies and industry associations. It builds on the original elements 
of Responsible Care– setting a new and broader agenda for the industry. 
 
As you heard, The Global Charter focuses on the new and important challenges facing the 
chemical industry. Let me highlight 4 of the key elements in the Charter: 

1. Effective management along with safe use and handling of chemicals along the value 
chain. 
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2. Using resources efficiently and minimizing waste. 
3. Developing greater industry transparency. 
4. Increasing global harmonization and consistency among participating companies and 

programs. 
 
The second initiative that we launched today is the Global Product Strategy. This is an area that 
I personally have spent a lot of time on in the past year, and I feel particularly passionate about. 
 
The GPS was developed to improve product stewardship within our industry and with customers 
throughout the chain of commerce. It’s all about how our products are used and what people 
know about them.  
 
I’ll summarize just 5 of the key elements of the GPS: 

1. Guidelines for product stewardship, to share best practices within the chemical 
industry and with customer industries. 

2. Exploration of potential partnerships with IGOs. 
3. A tiered process for completing risk characterization and risk management actions for 

chemicals in commerce. 
4. A special focus on working directly with downstream customers of the chemical 

industry. 
5. Greater transparency, including ways to make relevant product stewardship 

information available to the public. 
 
These two new programs, along with other initiatives, provide a vision and roadmap for us to 
follow.   
 
But what they really mean is that our commitment is real.  For the last three years, we’ve 
participated in the development of SAICM, working together with you to improve how chemicals 
are managed.      
 
But just as important … we are not waiting until SAICM is formalized to begin more 
improvements.  We are moving forward with these initiatives now, in support of the goals and 
objectives of SAICM. We pledge to accelerate our work in these areas, and to continue to work 
with you to tackle and solve tough issues.   
 
The future of our industry is full of hope and promise.  I look forward to working with all of you 
to achieve our goals. 
 
 
More information on the UNEP’s conference at Dubai and the ICCA’s launch of the RCGC and 
GPS are available at www.icca-at-dubai.com. 
 


